THE   PEOPLE   OF   MOSUL
In all mosques, which once were Christian
churches, it is customary for the mullah to preach
with a naked sword in his hand. This is done in
order to remind the people that the Mohammedan
religion was propagated by the sword, and must, if
necessary, be retained by the same means. In the
streets the difference is very marked between the
two, the Mohammedan behaving as if the whole
place belonged to him, while the Christians, and
more especially the Jews, always appear as if they
were apologising for their very existence.
The Moslems are the rulers, and they make their
power felt. An amusing instance illustrating this
feeling occurred a short time ago. A little Moslem
boy was walking through the street on his way to
our house when, apparently without any provoca-
tion, a Christian girl began to revile him as he
passed. The boy instantly turned on the girl and
gave her a thrashing. I did not hear anything of
this for some days, and then only in an indirect way.
Some one told me that the boy had received a severe
beating from the master of the school which he was
attending, and on asking the reason of the punish-
ment was told the foregoing story. I am very fond
of the boy, he is such a dear, bright little chap, with
great wondering eyes. Upon hearing the history
of his encounter with the girl, I sent for the boy,
and tried to tell him how wrong it was for a man
to strike a woman. " But," said the boy, quite in-
nocently, " she was a Christian!" Thus early in
life is instilled into the young mind of the Moslem
his inherent right to act the tyrant.
On the other hand, it is a strange truth that
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